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Governing Body Minutes – October 17, 2023 
 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, Topeka, Kansas, Tuesday, October 17, 2023. The 

Governing Body members of the City of Topeka met in regular session at 6:00 P.M. with the 

following Councilmembers present: Councilmembers Hiller, Emerson, Ortiz, Kell, Dobler, and 

Hoferer-6. Councilmember Valdivia-Alcala and Naeger participated remote -2.  Mayor Padilla 

presided -1. Absent: Councilmember Duncan -1. 

Public comment for the meeting was available via Zoom or in-person. Individuals were 

required to contact the City Clerk's Office at 785-368-3940 or via email at 

cclerk@topeka.org by no later than 5:00 p.m. on October 17, 2023, after which the City 

Clerk's Office provided the Zoom link information and protocols prior to the meeting start 

time. Written public comment was also considered to the extent it was personally submitted 

at the meeting or to the City Clerk's Office located at 215 SE 7th Street, Room 166, Topeka, 

Kansas, 66603 or via email at cclerk@topeka.org on or before October 17, 2023, for 

attachment to the meeting minutes. 

AFTER THE MEETING was called to order Shanae Calhoun, El-Shaddai Ministries 

Community Church, provided the invocation. 

THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was recited by meeting participants.  

 BOARD APPOINTMENT recommending the appointment of Chance Lucas to the 

Topeka Metropolitan Transit Board for an unexpired term ending October 17, 2027, was 

presented. 

Councilmember Kell moved to approve the appointment. The motion seconded by 

Councilmember Hiller carried unanimously on roll call vote. Mayor does not vote.  

(8-0-0) 

mailto:cclerk@topeka.org
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A PRESENTATION on Fire Prevention Week highlighting “Close Before You Doze” 

was presented by Randy Phillips, Topeka Fire Chief.  

Councilmember Ortiz thanked Chief Phillips for offering important safety information. 

She reminded citizens to take advantage of the City’s Smoke Alarm program. 

A PRESENTATION on the Taskforce Against Domestic Violence was provided by Becca 

Spielman, YWCA Program Director Center for Safety & Empowerment. She recognized 

Taskforce members present at the meeting.  

Councilmember Kell suggested they create a service map to determine where assistance is 

needed. 

Mayor Padilla asked if they have a sense of how many children are involved in reported 

cases and their age, and if they are tracking the domestic violence trends in area school districts.  

Program Director Spielman reported they do not track cases based on zip code; however, 

they could work with the Topeka Police Department to gather the information as well as school 

districts and other youth organizations. She stressed the importance of a school representative 

serving on the Taskforce. She thanked Mayor Padilla for the on-going support and noted, 

suggested information could be included in the next report.     

CONSENT AGENDA was presented as follows: 

APPROVAL of a Utilities Engineering Contract NO. 51645 between the City of Topeka 

and Bartlett and West, Inc., in an amount not to exceed $3,519,000 for engineering services, was 

presented. 

APPROVAL of a Utilities Engineering Contract NO. 51644 between the City of Topeka 

and Alfred Benesch and Company, in an amount not to exceed $165,100 for engineering services, 

was presented. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 20460 introduced by Interim City Manager Richard U. Nienstedt, 

concerning the Housing Trust Fund, amending City of Topeka Code Sections 2.105.010 and 

2.105.070 and repealing original sections, was presented. 

MINUTES of the regular meeting of October 10, 2023, was presented. 

Councilmember Emerson moved to approve the consent agenda. The motion seconded by 

Councilmember Kell carried on roll call vote. Councilmember Dobler abstained. (8-0-1) 

 ORDINANCE introduced by Interim City Manager Richard U. Nienstedt relating to the 

vacation of a 20 foot wide public alley extending east-west and located between properties lying 

at 410 SW 6th Avenue and 523 SW Harrison Street in the City of Topeka, Shawnee County, 

Kansas, was presented. (V23A/01) (Council District No. 1) (The Public Hearing was conducted 

on September 12, 2023. The ordinance was deferred from the meeting of September 19, 2023.) 

Dan Warner, Planning Division Director, reported Staff and the property owner continue 

to work with the affected utilities to come to some sort of resolution regarding the question if a 

utility easement will be required as part of the vacation.  Since there has been no final resolution, 

Staff was requesting to defer the ordinance until November 21, 2023. 

Councilmember Ortiz moved to defer the ordinance until November 21, 2023. The motion 

seconded by Councilmember Emerson carried unanimously on roll call vote. (9-0-0) 

APPROVAL of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) Contract No. 51648 between 

the City of Topeka and the Boys and Girls Club of Topeka regarding Strategies Against Violence 

Everywhere (S.A.V.E.) program Funding for 2024, was presented. 

Richard U. Nienstedt, Interim City Manager, reported approval would implement the 

2024 funding appropriated for the S.A.V.E Program in the amount of $75,000 and address the 
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administration of the grant funds, including fund distribution and reports. He stated Lindsey 

Anderson, S.A.V.E. Program Project Manager, was present for questions.  

Councilmember Valdivia-Alcala spoke in support of the MOU and the need for program 

services and reported, the 2023 homicide rate has surpassed the homicide rate from 2017. She 

referenced an email she received from the Topeka JUMP Organization, and requested the Topeka 

JUMP Organization attachments, the SAVE Program Summary and the Police & Community 

Special Committee February 24, 2022 meeting minutes be submitted into the official record to be 

attached to the minutes. (Attachment A) 

Councilmember Kell referenced the quarterly program reports requirement that detail 

participation numbers, demographics and outcomes; however, he would like an update in six 

months.  

Councilmember Emerson moved to approve the Memorandum of Understanding. The 

motion seconded by Councilmember Kell carried unanimously on roll call vote. (9-0-0) 

RESOLUTION NO. 9478 introduced by Interim City Manager Richard U. Nienstedt 

regarding the purchase and management of the Hotel Topeka, was presented. 

Richard U. Nienstedt, Interim City Manager, stated approval would authorize completion 

of the purchase of the Hotel Topeka, and create a single purpose entity owned by the City. 

Amanda Stanley, City Attorney, spoke to the purpose of creating a single purpose entity 

owned by the City allowing the entity to take title and contract with a management company to 

operate the Hotel. 

  Councilmember Kell spoke in support of the resolution and expressed the importance of 

the City finding a developer or entity that will purchase and successfully operate the hotel.  
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Councilmember Dobler moved to approve the resolution. The motion seconded by 

Councilmember Emerson carried. Councilmembers Valdivia-Alcala and Ortiz voted “no.” (7-2-0) 

PUBLIC COMMENT was provided by the following individuals:  

Chris Deister referenced the homelessness in Topeka. He highlighted the categories he 

believes should be considered in order to deal with the issue including Unfortunate Unsheltered, 

Mentally Ill Unsheltered and Intransigent Unsheltered.   

Henry McClure spoke to the delay of economic development due to the lack of ability by 

the City to expedite plans and permits as well as traffic studies. He asked the Governing Body to 

hire a City of Topeka Expeditor to handle plans and permits within the Planning & Development 

Division. He suggested the City of Topeka withdraw the $5 million allocated to GO Topeka for 

economic development and instead, use that money to work with the Topeka Board of Realtors to 

boost economic development in neighborhoods.   

Paul Lassley expressed concern with the continued problems of overgrown trees in the 

Caravan Community Mobile Home Park located near NW Highway 24. He thanked the 

Governing Body for all the good they are doing; however, there was still a desperate need for the 

City to approve laws that address overgrown trees that are a public safety hazard.  

Antoinette McFalls, resident of the Caravan Community Mobile Home Park located near 

NW Highway 24, stated she deals with the same overgrown tree problems as Paul Lassley. She 

expressed the importance of holding landlords and property owners accountable for poor living 

conditions. She asked the Governing Body to pass the appropriate laws to address the public 

safety issue.   

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE CITY MANAGER, MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE 

COUNCIL; 
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Brenda Younger, City Clerk, announced General Elections will be held on November 7, 

2023 and pursuant to Resolution No. 9380, the November 7, 2023 Governing Body was 

cancelled.  She also announced the next scheduled Governing Body meeting was November 14, 

2023. 

Richard U. Nienstedt, Interim City Manager, announced area Public Safety agencies will 

host a the 8th Annual Trunk or Treat event on October 31, 2023 in downtown Topeka at Evergy 

Plaza from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Councilmember Ortiz reminded citizens to exercise their right to vote in November and to 

take advantage of the Topeka Fire Department Smoke Alarm program.  

Councilmember Kell spoke to the importance of “acceptance” and the ability to see that 

others have a right to be their own unique persons.  He urged residents to be mindful of the safety 

of children on Halloween and potential vandalism.  He reminded everyone to exercise their right 

to vote in the November election. 

Councilmember Naeger reminded citizens to exercise their right to vote in November, and 

more information about the candidates could be found online at https://www.snco.us/election/.    

Councilmember Hoferer announced on October 25, 2023 at 5:30 p.m., the City of Topeka 

would host the first Polk Quincy Viaduct utility projects meeting at the Cyrus K. Holliday 

Building located 620 SE Madison Street, Topeka.  She noted the project location was SW 1st 

Avenue from SW Polk Street to SW Taylor Street.  

Councilmember Hiller stated she looks forward to the many upcoming Trunk or Treat 

events across the city for Halloween.  She recognized Joe Mitchell, Prairie Band Potawatomi 

Nation, for provided the invocation at the National Democratic Convention in St. Louis, 

Missouri.  She offered prayers of healing to the many families and citizens who have been 

https://www.snco.us/election/
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effected by recent violent crimes.  She stated the City of Topeka follows state statute allowing 

open carry of a firearm. She asked the Governing Body to consider placing a ban on the open 

carry of a firearm in the city of Topeka.    

Councilmember Valdivia-Alcala offered condolences to the family of Lawrencia Perez-

Belair, a 4-year old girl that was fatally shot on October 10, 2023.  She spoke to the number of 

children’s lives that have been lost in 2023, and stated she intends to do whatever was necessary 

to address the violence in the community.  She referenced the annual Poverty Simulation on 

October 26, 2023, hosted by the Citizens Advisory Council and spoke to the importance of 

participation by local elected officials.  She encouraged adults to keep children safe during 

Halloween.  

Mayor Padilla spoke to the importance of the Poverty Simulation allowing them to gain a 

deeper understanding of the impacts of economic exclusion, chronic lack of resources, and 

challenges to advocacy in low-income communities the poverty.  He commended the City of 

Lawrence for participating in the Swap City initiative supporting ideas for improvements on a 

regional level.  He recognized October 16-21, 2023 as “Week Without Violence” a global 

movement with YWCAs across the country and around the world to end violence against women 

and girls.   

Interim City Manager Nienstedt announced Veterans Day on November 11, 2023, and 

reminded all citizens to recognize veterans and to thank them for their service to protect our 

freedoms.     

NO FURTHER BUSINESS appearing the meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 

(SEAL)                                                           ________________________________ 
Brenda Younger City Clerk 



The Topeka Initiative, entitled Strategies Against Violence Everywhere (SAVE), focuses on the coordination of law 
enforcement, social service agencies, and credible community members with the singular goal of reducing 
violence that destabilizes the health and well-being of our community, creates fear in our citizens, and claims the 
lives of many of our young people. Topeka/Shawnee County's key stakeholders have committed to build the 
community's capacity to prevent violence, use enforcement narrowly and strategically, help the most vulnerable 
people, and improve the legitimacy of the police in the eyes of the community. The evidence-based model 
emphasizes: 

• Focusing on groups who commit most homicides, shootings, and other acts of extreme violence.
• Strengthening community norms against offending,
• Communicating directly with high risk people to deter violence, and
• Offering extensive case management for those who want a way out of that lifestyle.

To best facilitate this effort, Topeka Center for Peace and Justice (TCPJ) serves as the lead agency for SAVE. 
Thanks to a two-year $300,000 grant from the Topeka Community Foundation, TCPJ and SAVE Executive Advisory 
Council have contracted with National Network for Safe Communities (NNSC) for a two-year committed 
consultant relationship to guide Topeka/Shawnee County through the problem analysis and implementation 
process. NNSC will guide SAVE with an emphasis on: 

• Reducing violence and improving public safety,
• Minimizing arrest and incarceration,
• Strengthening communities, and
• Improving relationships between law enforcement and the Topeka/Shawnee County community it serves.
• Utilizing restorative justice principles and practices, engage youth involved in 'low level" delinquent conduct,

including status offenses, from escalating into more serious delinquent activity (gangs, violent offenses,
substance abuse).

The shared goals and strong collaborative relationships that have emerged out of the TCP J's Gun Violence Task 
Force are essential to SAVE's purpose. Recognizing that no single agency, strategy or group can resolve the 
multiple challenges of group-related crime and violence, we continue to forge partnerships and foster 
collaborative efforts throughout the city. A leadership team was established in June 2019 (becoming the SAVE 
Executive Advisory Council) comprised of: 

• Topeka Police Dept. Chief Bill Cochran & • Shawnee Co Sheriff Brian Hill & Capt. Caleb
Lieutenant, Shane Hilton Acree

• Shawnee Co District Attorney Mike Kagay • Lindsey Anderson & Glenda DuBoise,
• Michael Padilla, Topeka City Council Topeka Center for Peace & Justice
• Teresa Taylor, Stormont Vail Health, • Pastor Ray Berry, JUMP
• Michelle Stubblefield, Momentum 2022 • Madison Sorsen, JUMP
• Washburn PD Chief, Chris Enos • Hannah Schumacher, Moms Demand Action
• Dept. of Corrections Director Brian Cole for Gun Sense in America
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