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Governing Body Minutes – July 11, 2023 
 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, Topeka, Kansas, Tuesday, July 11, 2023. The Governing 

Body members of the City of Topeka met in regular session at 6:00 P.M. with the following 

Councilmembers present: Councilmembers Hiller, Valdivia-Alcala, Kell, Dobler and Hoferer -5. 

Councilmembers Ortiz and Naeger participated remotely -2.  Mayor Padilla presided -1.  

Councilmembers Duncan and Emerson were absent -2. 

Public comment for the meeting was available via Zoom or in-person. Individuals were 

required to contact the City Clerk's Office at 785-368-3940 or via email at 

cclerk@topeka.org by no later than 5:00 p.m. on July 11, 2023, after which the City Clerk's 

Office provided the Zoom link information and protocols prior to the meeting start time. 

Written public comment was also considered to the extent it was personally submitted at the 

meeting or to the City Clerk's Office located at 215 SE 7th Street, Room 166, Topeka, 

Kansas, 66603 or via email at cclerk@topeka.org on or before July 11, 2023, for attachment 

to the meeting minutes. 

AFTER THE MEETING was called to order Councilmember Hoferer provided the 

invocation.  

THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was recited by meeting participants.  

BOARD APPOINTMENT recommending the reappointment of Lindsay Freeman to 

the Topeka Sustainability Advisory Board for a term ending July 11, 2025, was 

presented. (Council District No. 6) 

ADVISORY COUNCIL APPOINTMENT recommending Monique Vopat to the City 

of Topeka Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Advisory Council for a term ending July 

11, 2025, was presented. (Council District No. 5) 

mailto:cclerk@topeka.org
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BOARD APPOINTMENT recommending the appointment of Leilani Grey to the 

Topeka Sustainability Advisory Board for a term ending July 11, 2025, was 

presented. (Council District No. 6) 

Councilmember Naeger moved to approve the appointments. The motion seconded by 

Councilmember Dobler carried unanimously on roll call vote.  The Mayor does not vote. (7-

0-0)  

A PRESENTATION on the “Write the Mayor a Letter” Initiative was provided by Lissa 

Staley, Topeka & Shawnee County Public Library. 

Mayor Padilla thanked Lissa Staley for the presentation and stated he has received many 

positive comments on the initiative from citizens.  

CONSENT AGENDA was presented as follows: 

RESOLUTION NO. 9435 introduced by Councilmember Karen Hiller approving a special 

event known as For the Culture KS Fest, was presented. (Council District No. 1)  

RESOLUTION NO. 9436 introduced by Councilmember Karen Hiller approving a special 

event known as Crusin the Capitol After Party, was presented. (Council District No. 1) 

RESOLUTION NO. 9437 introduced by Councilmember Karen Hiller, granting The 

Celtic Fox an exception to the provisions of City of Topeka Code Section 9.45.150, et seq., 

concerning noise prohibitions. (Council District No. 1)  

ORDINANCE NO. 20437 introduced by Councilmember Spencer Duncan concerning the 

land bank board of trustees terms of office, amending Section 3 of Ordinance No. 20426, to be 

codified at TMC 2.260.030, was presented. 

APPROVAL of a Utilities Engineering CONTRACT NO. 51463 between the City of 

Topeka and WSP USA Environment and Infrastructure Inc., in an amount not to exceed $542,205 
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for engineering services, was presented. 

 MINUTES of the regular meetings of June 20, 2023 was presented. 

APPROVAL of the following Cereal Malt Beverage license application was presented: 

Business Name   Address 
Love’s Travel Stop   1811 NW Brickyard Rd 
 
APPROVAL of a Professional Services Agreement CONTRACT NO. 51466 between the 

City of Topeka and Kansas Personnel Services DBA Key Staffing for Temporary Employment 

Services to include Clerical, General, and Skilled Labor positions, was presented. 

APPROVAL of a Professional Services Agreement CONTRACT NO. 51477 between the 

City of Topeka and 22nd Century Technologies for Temporary Employment Services to include 

Skilled Labor positions, was presented. 

Councilmember Dobler moved to approve the consent agenda. The motion 

seconded by Councilmember Kell carried unanimously on roll call vote. (8-0-0) 

 RESOLUTION NO. 9438 introduced by Acting City Manager Richard U. Nienstedt 

making certain findings pursuant to the Kansas Reinvestment Housing Incentive District Act with 

regard to an application submitted by RMD Development, LLC to establish a Reinvestment 

Housing Incentive District and requesting that the Secretary of Commerce review the Resolution, 

and advise the Governing Body, was presented. 

Rhiannon Friedman, Planning and Development Director, reported approval of the 

proposed resolution was the first step in the process of establishing a district and adopting a plan. 

She noted State law requires review of the resolution by the Kansas Secretary of Commerce and 

any suggestions by the Secretary would be incorporated into a final application presented to an 
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internal City of Topeka RHID review panel. Upon approval by the Review Panel, the application 

would be presented to the Governing Body for final consideration. 

Councilmember Emerson entered the room. 

Councilmember Emerson moved to approve the resolution. The motion seconded by 

Councilmember Dobler carried unanimously on roll call vote. (9-0-0) 

ORDINANCE NO. 20438 introduced by Acting City Manager Richard U. Nienstedt, 

amending City of Topeka Code Section 2.15.090, concerning redistricting and repealing original 

section, was presented. 

Andrew Howell, Shawnee County Election Commissioner, reported redistricting takes 

place every 10 years as required by State statute, and the Election Commission works to make 

sure changes are absolutely necessary and avoids confusion by voters. He stated none of the 

Council District boundaries will be changed; no Council Districts will lose voters; and the 

proposed changes will protect the privacy of voters in low number precincts.  

Councilmember Emerson thanked Commissioner Howell for his service. 

Councilmember Hiller stated she was surprised by the proposal and asked if they sought 

input on the proposed changes. 

Commissioner Howell stated there was a narrow timeline to make changes to precincts as 

well as they must be mindful of State of Kansas district representative boundaries.  

Councilmember Hoferer stated she served on the City of Topeka Redistricting Committee 

in 2022. She questioned if the area for the Washburn Rural Middle School, recently annexed into 

the city recently would have voters living in the new precinct, and if there will be a new precinct 

for the newly annexed subdivision East of SE Croco Road.  

Commissioner Howell stated the majority of the time smaller precincts are combined with 
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an adjoining precinct; however, they do have the ability to create a new precinct.  He spoke to the 

difficulty of effective change for precinct boundaries and would be happy to create a taskforce to 

review the precincts before the next redistricting review. 

Councilmember Hiller reported the past two redistricting reviews resulted in minimal 

changes of precincts; however, there was a great variance in size of precincts with some having as 

many as 1,765 voters and some as little as 4 voters. She suggested splitting large precincts in 

District 1 in order to make it easier for the redistricting process. 

Councilmember Hoferer moved to adopt the ordinance. The motion seconded by 

Councilmember Emerson carried unanimously. The Mayor does not vote.  

The ordinance was adopted on roll call vote as follows: Ayes:  Hiller, Valdivia-Alcala, 

Kell, Dobler, Ortiz, Hoferer, Emerson, and Naeger -8.   

            ORDINANCE NO. 20439 introduced by the members of the Public Health and Safety 

Committee, concerning retaliatory eviction, amending Sections 9.25.010 through 9.25.030 of the 

Topeka Municipal Code and repealing original sections and creating Sections 9.25.040 and 

9.25.050, was presented 

Councilmember Hiller stated the proposed ordinance was the second ordinance resulting 

from the Changing Our Culture of Property Maintenance initiative, and they anticipate a 

vegetation ordinance will be proposed in the fall of 2023. She announced this was the second 

mowing season of the initiative, and they plan to create a Taskforce to address vacate properties. 

She noted the City’s current ordinance has not been updated since the mid 1970’s which was 

designed for prevention. She reported Karen Black (May 8 Consulting) recommended changes to 

the retaliatory eviction ordinance which punishes landlords that evict tenants who complain to the 

landlord or a government agency regarding violations of laws requiring safe and sanitary 
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dwellings. She thanked Councilmember Valdivia-Alcala and City Staff members for their 

assistance with drafting the ordinance as well as all of the stakeholders that provided input and 

supports the ordinance as presented.  

Councilmember Valdivia-Alcala stated this ordinance, in conjunction with Ordinance No. 

20383 concerning liability of legal entities related to property code violations, will make Topeka 

a better place for all citizens. She spoke to the problems associated with slumlords and stated the 

changes define 'retaliatory action' and clarify what steps a tenant can take to pursue prosecution in 

municipal court.    

Pat DeLapp, Shawnee County Landlord Association President, spoke in opposition of the 

ordinance. He stated Kansas Residential Landlord and Tenant Act regulations far exceed the 

protection provided in the proposed ordinance. He spoke to other important issues that need to be 

addressed by the City such as the increased number of homicides and the homeless population.   

Councilmember Hiller reported State law does not specify that a person can evict which is 

why the City approved the initial ordinance in the 1970s, and the proposed ordinance provides for 

more specific regulation. 

Councilmember Valdivia-Alcala expressed the importance of making sure there was a 

strong education campaign implemented with the approval of the ordinance as it will take the 

entire community to provide assistance to people living in dire situations. She spoke to the fear of 

residents reporting slumlords.  

  Councilmember Duncan entered the room. 

Councilmember Hiller moved to adopt the ordinance. The motion seconded by 

Councilmember Valdivia-Alcala carried unanimously. The Mayor does not vote.  
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The ordinance was adopted on roll call vote as follows: Ayes:  Hiller, Valdivia-Alcala, 

Kell, Dobler, Ortiz, Hoferer, Duncan, Emerson, and Naeger -9.   

ORDINANCE NO. 20440 introduced by Acting City Manager Richard U. 

Nienstedt, concerning the adoption of the 2023 National Electrical Code, amending § 

14.30.010 of the Topeka Municipal Code and repealing original section, was presented.   

Richard Faulkner, Development Services Division Director, reported the City was 

currently using the 2017 National Electrical Code and highlighted notable changes with the 2023 

version of the code.  

Councilmember Naeger moved to adopt the ordinance. The motion seconded by 

Councilmember Kell carried unanimously.  

The ordinance was adopted on roll call vote as follows: Ayes:  Padilla, Hiller, Valdivia-

Alcala, Kell, Dobler, Ortiz, Hoferer, Duncan, Emerson, and Naeger -10.   

RESOLUTION NO. 9439 introduced by Acting City Manager Richard U. Nienstedt 

amending Resolution No. 9392 to revise the mill and overlay project list for 2023 Citywide Half-

Cent Sales Tax projects, was presented. 

Braxton Copley, Public Works Director, reported in light of the physical inspection of SW 

Fairlawn Road from SW Brentwood to SW Cedar Crest Roads, Staff was requesting to remove 

that area from the project list, and add SW Fairlawn Road from SW Cedar Crest Road to SW 

Redbud Lane. 

Councilmember Hoeferer moved to approve the resolution. The motion seconded by 

Councilmember Dobler carried unanimously on roll call vote. (10-0-0) 

PUBLIC COMMENT was submitted via email by William Brandlin, Douglas Brier, Jason 

Maymon and Pam Hess (Attachment A) and provided by the following individuals: 



07-11-23 
276  

William Brandlin distributed handouts (Attachment A) relating to the Eugene and 

Paramore rezoning case PUD 23/02 and PUD 23/03. He expressed concern with the inaccurate 

data being used to determine the need for a traffic study; the disregard of the obvious traffic 

congestion on Rochester Road; and drainage issues. 

 Henry McClure spoke in support of pro-development and how that relates to the 

recommissioning of a combined metropolitan planning commission that considers zoning and 

platting cases separate from zoning and policy cases. He stated he believes the separation would 

allow the process to be more successful because it would involve more public comment. He 

spoke to the need of working together to determine where development was most needed in the 

city as well as how to eliminate the need for developers to contribute an exorbitant amount of 

money to invest in development. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE CITY MANAGER, MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE 

COUNCIL; 

Richard U. Nienstedt, Acting City Manager, spoke to the importance of the Governing 

Body approving the ordinance concerning retaliatory eviction as it will help those who cannot 

help themselves. 

Councilmember Valdivia-Alcala announced a Coalition for a Better Topeka meeting has 

been scheduled by Topeka residents on July 17, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. at Serendipity of Topeka, 820 

N. Kansas Avenue, to discuss how to help the homeless in Topeka. She announced the 90th 

Annual Fiesta Mexican would be hosting various events during the week of July 17-23, 2023. She 

stated more information can be found at www.fiestatopeka.com.    

Councilmember Kell referenced WarDogs a non-profit organization that uses the U.S. 

Military WarDogs Baseball program as a platform to raise funds and show awareness within 

http://www.fiestatopeka.com/
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communities across the country by taking the best ball players in the United States Armed Forces 

and competing against Major, Minor, and collegiate league teams. He stated the funding received 

supports active military and veteran ball players who play for the team as well as to veterans 

dealing with PTSD, unemployment, homelessness and education. He encouraged everyone to 

donate to the organization and stated more information could be found at www.wardogs.org. 

Councilmember Naeger announced July was Disability Pride Month.  She stated the City 

of Topeka ADA Advisory Council meets every 2nd Wednesday of the Month at 1:00 p.m. in the 

Cyrus K. Holliday Building Sunflower Conference Room located at 620 SE Madison Street, 

Topeka. She encouraged those interested in serving on the Advisory Council to contact the 

Mayor’s Office. 

Councilmember Duncan commended Trina Goss, GO Topeka Director of Business & 

Talent Initiatives and the Greater Topeka Partnership Team for helping raise nearly $3 million to 

help create child care slots in the Topeka Shawnee County area. He requested the resolution 

establishing a City Property Tax Rebate for 2024, and the resolution proposing the redevelopment 

incentive grant program for the NOTO Business Improvement District be considered as 

discussion items on July 18, 2023, and as action items on August 8, 2023. 

Mayor Padilla expressed his appreciation to all community members and Our Lady of 

Guadalupe Church member volunteers for their efforts in planning the 90th Annual Fiesta 

Mexicana.    

Following a 10-minute recess, Councilmember Dobler moved to recess into executive 

session not to exceed 40 minutes to discuss employer/employee negotiations relating to one or 

more unions as justified by KSA 75-4319(b)(3).   The meeting resumed in the City Council 

Chambers. The following staff assisted the Governing Body in its deliberations: Acting City 

http://www.wardogs.org/


07-11-23 
278  

Manager Nienstedt and any other Staff he deemed necessary. The motion was seconded by 

Councilmember Emerson. 

Mayor Padilla asked all those in favor of recessing into to an executive session to indicate 

so verbally by saying “yea” and those opposing to indicate so verbally by saying “no.” The 

motion carried unanimously on voice vote. (10-0-0)   

Following an 18-minute time period the meeting reconvened into open session, and 

Mayor Padilla announced no action was taken during the executive session. 

Councilmember Dobler moved to recess into executive session not to exceed two hours 

for consultation with the city attorney to discuss attorney-client privileged matters regarding a 

specific employment matter as justified by K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(2).  The open meeting resumed in 

the City Council Chambers.  The following staff assisted the Governing Body in its deliberations: 

City Attorney Stanley and any other Staff deemed necessary.  The motion was seconded by 

Councilmember Emerson.  

Mayor Padilla asked all those in favor of recessing into to an executive session to indicate 

so verbally by saying “yea” and those opposing to indicate so verbally by saying “no.” The 

motion carried unanimously on voice vote. (10-0-0)   

 Following a two-hour time period, the meeting reconvened into open session, and Mayor 

Padilla announced no action was taken during the executive session. 

 Councilmember Dobler moved to waive the Governing Body Rules and Procedures and 

add two items to the agenda for consideration.  The motion seconded by Councilmember Hiller 

carried unanimously on roll call vote. (10-0-0) 

 Councilmember Dobler moved that the Governing Body terminate Contract No. 50620 

between the City of Topeka and Stephen Wade dated September 13, 2023, for cause under 
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Section 2C., of the employment agreement. The motion seconded by Councilmember Valdivia-

Alcala carried unanimously on roll call vote. (10-0-0) 

 Councilmember Dobler moved to approve RESOLUTION NO. 9440 introduced by 

Deputy Mayor Neil Dobler concerning the designation of an Interim City Manager - Richard U. 

Nienstedt. The motion seconded by Councilmember Valdivia-Alcala carried unanimously on roll 

call vote. (10-0-0) 

NO FURTHER BUSINESS appearing the meeting adjourned at 9:52 p.m. 
 

 
 

(SEAL) 
Brenda Younger City Clerk 
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BOARD APPOINTMENT recommending the appointment of Leilani Grey to the 

Topeka Sustainability Advisory Board for a term ending July 11, 2025, was 

presented. (Council District No. 6) 

Councilmember Naeger moved to approve the appointments. The motion seconded by 

Councilmember Dobler carried unanimously on roll call vote.  The Mayor does not vote. (7-

0-0)  

A PRESENTATION on the “Write the Mayor a Letter” Initiative was provided by Lissa 

Staley, Topeka & Shawnee County Public Library. 

Mayor Padilla thanked Lissa Staley for the presentation and stated he has received many 

positive comments on the initiative from citizens.  

CONSENT AGENDA was presented as follows: 

RESOLUTION NO. 9435 introduced by Councilmember Karen Hiller approving a special 

event known as For the Culture KS Fest, was presented. (Council District No. 1)  

RESOLUTION NO. 9436 introduced by Councilmember Karen Hiller approving a special 

event known as Crusin the Capitol After Party, was presented. (Council District No. 1) 

RESOLUTION NO. 9437 introduced by Councilmember Karen Hiller, granting The 

Celtic Fox an exception to the provisions of City of Topeka Code Section 9.45.150, et seq., 

concerning noise prohibitions. (Council District No. 1)  

ORDINANCE NO. 20437 introduced by Councilmember Spencer Duncan concerning the 

land bank board of trustees terms of office, amending Section 3 of Ordinance No. 20426, to be 

codified at TMC 2.260.030, was presented. 

APPROVAL of a Utilities Engineering CONTRACT NO. 51463 between the City of 

Topeka and WSP USA Environment and Infrastructure Inc., in an amount not to exceed $542,205 
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internal City of Topeka RHID review panel. Upon approval by the Review Panel, the application 

would be presented to the Governing Body for final consideration. 

Councilmember Emerson entered the room. 

Councilmember Emerson moved to approve the resolution. The motion seconded by 

Councilmember Dobler carried unanimously on roll call vote. (9-0-0) 

ORDINANCE NO. 20438 introduced by Acting City Manager Richard U. Nienstedt, 

amending City of Topeka Code Section 2.15.090, concerning redistricting and repealing original 

section, was presented. 

Andrew Howell, Shawnee County Election Commissioner, reported redistricting takes 

place every 10 years as required by State statute, and the Election Commission works to make 

sure changes are absolutely necessary and avoids confusion by voters. He stated none of the 

Council District boundaries will be changed; no Council Districts will lose voters; and the 

proposed changes will protect the privacy of voters in low number precincts.  

Councilmember Emerson thanked Commissioner Howell for his service. 

Councilmember Hiller stated she was surprised by the proposal and asked if they sought 

input on the proposed changes. 

Commissioner Howell stated there was a narrow timeline to make changes to precincts as 

well as they must be mindful of State of Kansas district representative boundaries.  

Councilmember Hoferer stated she served on the City of Topeka Redistricting Committee 

in 2022. She questioned if the area for the Washburn Rural Middle School, recently annexed into 

the city recently would have voters living in the new precinct, and if there will be a new precinct 

for the newly annexed subdivision East of SE Croco Road.  

Commissioner Howell stated the majority of the time smaller precincts are combined with 
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an adjoining precinct; however, they do have the ability to create a new precinct.  He spoke to the 

difficulty of effective change for precinct boundaries and would be happy to create a taskforce to 

review the precincts before the next redistricting review. 

Councilmember Hiller reported the past two redistricting reviews resulted in minimal 

changes of precincts; however, there was a great variance in size of precincts with some having as 

many as 1,765 voters and some as little as 4 voters. She suggested splitting large precincts in 

District 1 in order to make it easier for the redistricting process. 

Councilmember Hoferer moved to adopt the ordinance. The motion seconded by 

Councilmember Emerson carried unanimously. The Mayor does not vote.  

The ordinance was adopted on roll call vote as follows: Ayes:  Hiller, Valdivia-Alcala, 

Kell, Dobler, Ortiz, Hoferer, Emerson, and Naeger -8.   

            ORDINANCE NO. 20439 introduced by the members of the Public Health and Safety 

Committee, concerning retaliatory eviction, amending Sections 9.25.010 through 9.25.030 of the 

Topeka Municipal Code and repealing original sections and creating Sections 9.25.040 and 

9.25.050, was presented 

Councilmember Hiller stated the proposed ordinance was the second ordinance resulting 

from the Changing Our Culture of Property Maintenance initiative, and they anticipate a 

vegetation ordinance will be proposed in the fall of 2023. She announced this was the second 

mowing season of the initiative, and they plan to create a Taskforce to address vacate properties. 

She noted the City’s current ordinance has not been updated since the mid 1970’s which was 

designed for prevention. She reported Karen Black (May 8 Consulting) recommended changes to 

the retaliatory eviction ordinance which punishes landlords that evict tenants who complain to the 

landlord or a government agency regarding violations of laws requiring safe and sanitary 
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dwellings. She thanked Councilmember Valdivia-Alcala and City Staff members for their 

assistance with drafting the ordinance as well as all of the stakeholders that provided input and 

supports the ordinance as presented.  

Councilmember Valdivia-Alcala stated this ordinance, in conjunction with Ordinance No. 

20383 concerning liability of legal entities related to property code violations, will make Topeka 

a better place for all citizens. She spoke to the problems associated with slumlords and stated the 

changes define 'retaliatory action' and clarify what steps a tenant can take to pursue prosecution in 

municipal court.    

Pat DeLapp, Shawnee County Landlord Association President, spoke in opposition of the 

ordinance. He stated Kansas Residential Landlord and Tenant Act regulations far exceed the 

protection provided in the proposed ordinance. He spoke to other important issues that need to be 

addressed by the City such as the increased number of homicides and the homeless population.   

Councilmember Hiller reported State law does not specify that a person can evict which is 

why the City approved the initial ordinance in the 1970s, and the proposed ordinance provides for 

more specific regulation. 

Councilmember Valdivia-Alcala expressed the importance of making sure there was a 

strong education campaign implemented with the approval of the ordinance as it will take the 

entire community to provide assistance to people living in dire situations. She spoke to the fear of 

residents reporting slumlords.  

  Councilmember Duncan entered the room. 

Councilmember Hiller moved to adopt the ordinance. The motion seconded by 

Councilmember Valdivia-Alcala carried unanimously. The Mayor does not vote.  
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The ordinance was adopted on roll call vote as follows: Ayes:  Hiller, Valdivia-Alcala, 

Kell, Dobler, Ortiz, Hoferer, Duncan, Emerson, and Naeger -9.   

ORDINANCE NO. 20440 introduced by Acting City Manager Richard U. 

Nienstedt, concerning the adoption of the 2023 National Electrical Code, amending § 

14.30.010 of the Topeka Municipal Code and repealing original section, was presented.   

Richard Faulkner, Development Services Division Director, reported the City was 

currently using the 2017 National Electrical Code and highlighted notable changes with the 2023 

version of the code.  

Councilmember Naeger moved to adopt the ordinance. The motion seconded by 

Councilmember Kell carried unanimously.  

The ordinance was adopted on roll call vote as follows: Ayes:  Padilla, Hiller, Valdivia-

Alcala, Kell, Dobler, Ortiz, Hoferer, Duncan, Emerson, and Naeger -10.   

RESOLUTION NO. 9439 introduced by Acting City Manager Richard U. Nienstedt 

amending Resolution No. 9392 to revise the mill and overlay project list for 2023 Citywide Half-

Cent Sales Tax projects, was presented. 

Braxton Copley, Public Works Director, reported in light of the physical inspection of SW 

Fairlawn Road from SW Brentwood to SW Cedar Crest Roads, Staff was requesting to remove 

that area from the project list, and add SW Fairlawn Road from SW Cedar Crest Road to SW 

Redbud Lane. 

Councilmember Hoeferer moved to approve the resolution. The motion seconded by 

Councilmember Dobler carried unanimously on roll call vote. (10-0-0) 

PUBLIC COMMENT was submitted via email by William Brandlin, Douglas Brier, Jason 

Maymon and Pam Hess (Attachment A) and provided by the following individuals: 
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William Brandlin distributed handouts (Attachment A) relating to the Eugene and 

Paramore rezoning case PUD 23/02 and PUD 23/03. He expressed concern with the inaccurate 

data being used to determine the need for a traffic study; the disregard of the obvious traffic 

congestion on Rochester Road; and drainage issues. 

 Henry McClure spoke in support of pro-development and how that relates to the 

recommissioning of a combined metropolitan planning commission that considers zoning and 

platting cases separate from zoning and policy cases. He stated he believes the separation would 

allow the process to be more successful because it would involve more public comment. He 

spoke to the need of working together to determine where development was most needed in the 

city as well as how to eliminate the need for developers to contribute an exorbitant amount of 

money to invest in development. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE CITY MANAGER, MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE 

COUNCIL; 

Richard U. Nienstedt, Acting City Manager, spoke to the importance of the Governing 

Body approving the ordinance concerning retaliatory eviction as it will help those who cannot 

help themselves. 

Councilmember Valdivia-Alcala announced a Coalition for a Better Topeka meeting has 

been scheduled by Topeka residents on July 17, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. at Serendipity of Topeka, 820 

N. Kansas Avenue, to discuss how to help the homeless in Topeka. She announced the 90th 

Annual Fiesta Mexican would be hosting various events during the week of July 17-23, 2023. She 

stated more information can be found at www.fiestatopeka.com.    

Councilmember Kell referenced WarDogs a non-profit organization that uses the U.S. 

Military WarDogs Baseball program as a platform to raise funds and show awareness within 

http://www.fiestatopeka.com/
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communities across the country by taking the best ball players in the United States Armed Forces 

and competing against Major, Minor, and collegiate league teams. He stated the funding received 

supports active military and veteran ball players who play for the team as well as to veterans 

dealing with PTSD, unemployment, homelessness and education. He encouraged everyone to 

donate to the organization and stated more information could be found at www.wardogs.org. 

Councilmember Naeger announced July was Disability Pride Month.  She stated the City 

of Topeka ADA Advisory Council meets every 2nd Wednesday of the Month at 1:00 p.m. in the 

Cyrus K. Holliday Building Sunflower Conference Room located at 620 SE Madison Street, 

Topeka. She encouraged those interested in serving on the Advisory Council to contact the 

Mayor’s Office. 

Councilmember Duncan commended Trina Goss, GO Topeka Director of Business & 

Talent Initiatives and the Greater Topeka Partnership Team for helping raise nearly $3 million to 

help create child care slots in the Topeka Shawnee County area. He requested the resolution 

establishing a City Property Tax Rebate for 2024, and the resolution proposing the redevelopment 

incentive grant program for the NOTO Business Improvement District be considered as 

discussion items on July 18, 2023, and as action items on August 8, 2023. 

Mayor Padilla expressed his appreciation to all community members and Our Lady of 

Guadalupe Church member volunteers for their efforts in planning the 90th Annual Fiesta 

Mexicana.    

Following a 10-minute recess, Councilmember Dobler moved to recess into executive 

session not to exceed 40 minutes to discuss employer/employee negotiations relating to one or 

more unions as justified by KSA 75-4319(b)(3).   The meeting resumed in the City Council 

Chambers. The following staff assisted the Governing Body in its deliberations: Acting City 

http://www.wardogs.org/
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Manager Nienstedt and any other Staff he deemed necessary. The motion was seconded by 

Councilmember Emerson. 

Mayor Padilla asked all those in favor of recessing into to an executive session to indicate 

so verbally by saying “yea” and those opposing to indicate so verbally by saying “no.” The 

motion carried unanimously on voice vote. (10-0-0)   

Following an 18-minute time period the meeting reconvened into open session, and 

Mayor Padilla announced no action was taken during the executive session. 

Councilmember Dobler moved to recess into executive session not to exceed two hours 

for consultation with the city attorney to discuss attorney-client privileged matters regarding a 

specific employment matter as justified by K.S.A. 75-4319(b)(2).  The open meeting resumed in 

the City Council Chambers.  The following staff assisted the Governing Body in its deliberations: 

City Attorney Stanley and any other Staff deemed necessary.  The motion was seconded by 

Councilmember Emerson.  

Mayor Padilla asked all those in favor of recessing into to an executive session to indicate 

so verbally by saying “yea” and those opposing to indicate so verbally by saying “no.” The 

motion carried unanimously on voice vote. (10-0-0)   

 Following a two-hour time period, the meeting reconvened into open session, and Mayor 

Padilla announced no action was taken during the executive session. 

 Councilmember Dobler moved to waive the Governing Body Rules and Procedures and 

add two items to the agenda for consideration.  The motion seconded by Councilmember Hiller 

carried unanimously on roll call vote. (10-0-0) 

 Councilmember Dobler moved that the Governing Body terminate Contract No. 50620 

between the City of Topeka and Stephen Wade dated September 13, 2023, for cause under 
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Section 2C., of the employment agreement. The motion seconded by Councilmember Valdivia-

Alcala carried unanimously on roll call vote. (10-0-0) 

 Councilmember Dobler moved to approve RESOLUTION NO. 9440 introduced by 

Deputy Mayor Neil Dobler concerning the designation of an Interim City Manager - Richard U. 

Nienstedt. The motion seconded by Councilmember Valdivia-Alcala carried unanimously on roll 

call vote. (10-0-0) 

NO FURTHER BUSINESS appearing the meeting adjourned at 9:52 p.m. 

 

 

 

(SEAL) 

Brenda Younger City Clerk 
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