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2011 Current Planning Highlights

CENTRAL AREA:

Episcopal Diocese of Kansas/College of the Sisters of Bethany Planned Unit Development Plan — (701
SW 8t Avenue and 835 SW Polk Street): Received City Council rezoning approval from “M-2” Multiple-
Family Dwelling District to “PUD” Planned Unit Development (U 1 “Unlversny use group) in May. The area
comprises approximately six FEET 0 k0 A FABALEL Wi S0 ST L T TOEE G5 M TR e P ST A TE W T S ST P

acres, including Grace Cathedral,
and will enable the Episcopal P
Diocese of Kansas to develop a
seminary and leadership center.
The campus will include
dormitories for religious order
housing and seminarians,
classrooms, leadership centers, "
outreach centers, and
administrative  offices. The
property was originally used by
the College of the Sisters of e
Bethany in 1910 and is listed on | -
both the National and State '
Registers of Historic Properties
because of the significance of the
remaining two structures, as well
as, the properties’ distinction as
the first Episcopal seminary for
women in Kansas. This PUD will
allow the Episcopal Diocese to
continue to use the property for its
original intention as a dormitory and seminary.
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Kanza Education and Science Park Planned Unit Development Plan and Subdivision — (On property
lying south of Interstate-70, north of SW 6" Avenue and west of SW MacVicar.): The property contains
226 acres of property that was formerly a part of the Topeka State Hospital Park, closed by the State of
Kansas in 1997. In 2000, the Kanza Business and Technology Park PUD Plan was approved by the City
Council. This was the State’s original plans to redevelop and market their former hospital complex into a
private sector office park intended for a mix of neighborhood commercial, office and light industrial uses
to accommodate up to 3.3 million sq. ft. of floor area and multi-family residential at a density of 15
DUs/acre. Subsequently, USD #501 purchased around 60 acres of this area to develop Hummer Sports
Park: The school district’s Sports Complex facilities. The original plan for the park never truly materialized
as only the outlying smaller sites around the perimeter actually developed since they were adjacent to
existing streets and available utilities. USD 501 has since purchased most of the remaining grounds. The
proposed plan accommodates less density of uses than the original proposal because a 35-acre tract is
reserved as a natural prairie and research area.

This new proposal for the park was heard by the Planning Commission in January 2012 and will be heard
by the City Council early in 2012. The plan primarily accommodates the school district’s plans to
redevelop and reinvent the former state hospital park into an educational, recreational, science, and
research park, as well as, a school campus by integrating the existing sports and recreational facilities with
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new educational and science uses and a new school with dormitory. Some of the new uses the PUD plan
will allow in the research park are: A new high school, dormitory, and dining hall; USD 501’s second wind
energy system within the City of Topeka; a museum related to renewable energy uses, future senior
housing, including duplexes and triplexes, overlooking the prairie; research and technology related uses,
and a 35-acre tract of open space “prairie area”. The park will be a place for student and teacher
mentorship opportunities.

The new plan overall
provides a benefit to surrounding
neighborhoods and City of Topeka
by keeping significant open space
. on land adjacent to Interstate-70
and ensuring the park is developed
in a manner that as a whole
benefits the City. The PUD limits
building coverage per lot, ensures
adequate landscaping, provides for
cohesive  building design and

A 4 o

g’ architectural requirements, provides
=" for sidewalks and trails within the
21 park, and ensures the completed

development of necessary
infrastructure within the park.
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NORTH AREA:

IBEW Local Union #226 — (1620 NW Gage Blvd): Received City Council approval in June 2011 for a
Conditional Use Permit to allow the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers to operate a 2.4 kW
wind energy system 45 ft. tall monopole. This is only the second project in the City of Topeka to receive
City Council approval since the adoption of a Wind Energy Regulations in 2010 to allow non-residential
wind energy systems.

Pioneer Motive Power Place - located at the southeast corner of NE Branner Street and NE Atchison
Avenue, was reviewed and approved for redevelopment as a Planned Unit Development rezoning. This
2.23-acre site has two existing brick buildings with one constructed in 1915 and the second in 1931. These
buildings have been vacant for the last seven years but were previously office buildings for the Atchison
Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company for many years. The buildings are being converted into an
affordable senior housing rental project with 56 units.
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SOUTHWEST AREA:

Menards a large, privately owned lumber and building material retailer had a large Planned Unit
Development rezoning and subdivision plat approved on the south side of SW 17 Street, just west of the
Hollywood Theaters at West Ridge Mall. The Menards store is being located on a 26-acre tract next to
the theaters while the remainder of the 61-acre mixed use Planned Unit Development extends all the way
to the intersection of SW 215" Street and SW Kingsrow Road. As part of this project, the developer is
constructing SW 17" Street all the way to SW Urish Road in 2012 and will later be extending SW
Kingsrow Road northward up to SW 17 Street.

“A good plan implemented today is better than a perfect plan implemented tomorrow."
- George S. Patton

Staff: Annie Driver and Bill Hoover
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Public Assistance

A staff person is regularly assigned to handle and research all public inquiries during the day for the
department. This Public Assistance Designee (PAD) is responsible for assisting other departments and the
public (citizens, developers, engineers, businesses, etc.) with questions related to zoning and subdivision
regulations. They are the first point of technical contact in helping the public. If there are complex issues,
the PAD will direct the inquiry to the appropriate staff person. In addition to residential building permits
which are reviewed on a daily basis for consistency with zoning and subdivision regulations, the PAD is
responsible for checking off on sign permits, car dealership permits, ABC licenses, temporary use permits,
transient merchant permits and fireworks stand permits. An additional staff person is responsible for
commercial building permits and landscape plan reviews.

Below is a breakdown of the building permits reviewed and approved for 2011:

Single-Family Dwellings =73

Two — Family Dwellings - 2

Additions — 34

Accessory Uses — 114

Fences — 121

Signs — 158

Demolitions — 28

Commercial Site/Landscape Plans — 125

2011 PERMIT TOTAL = 655
Below is a breakdown of the building permits reviewed and approved for 2010 for comparison:

Single-Family Dwellings — 45

Two — Family Dwellings - 9

Additions — 48

Accessory Uses — 84

Fences — 104

Signs — 92

Demolitions — 25

Commercial Site/Landscape Plans — 26

2010 PERMIT TOTAL = 433

Staff: Dean Diediker (residential); Bill Hoover (commercial)
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2011 Projects

The City and the Topeka Metropolitan Planning Organization engaged
the services of a consultant, using federal and state funds, to work with
staff and a citizen’s steering committee to complete a first draft of a
destination based bikeways plan for the community. A link to the draft
route map can be found on the City’s web site at www.topeka.org. The
Master Plan will be completed in the spring of 2011 and will include a
detailed map of proposed routes using a combination of trails and on-
street bike paths to connect destinations throughout the community.

U5 24 Corridor
Access Management.
Highway 24 Corridor — Phase Il SINTIT: S01 MNES e R
This KDOT sponsored project will pick up where Phase | left off L

and study appropriate design and access controls for the
Highway 24 corridor from K-4 to Menoken Road. This phase
will emphasize public involvement and a more detailed design
concept. Phase Il began in late 2010 and is scheduled for ITERIS —
completion in late 2011.

Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) Update

The City and the Topeka Metropolitan Planning Organization engaged the services of a consultant, using
federal and state funds, to work with staff and a citizen’s steering committee to begin the process of
updating the 30-year Transportation Plan. This plan is updated every five years, and is one of the
documents required of the MTPO in order to receive federal transportation funding for local projects. The
LRTP utilizes a forecasting transportation model along with social and economic growth factors to predict
future traffic enhancements that may be required in the next 30 years. This is a fiscally constrained Plan
which examines all modes of transportation within the entire Metropolitan Area. As a result of this
extensive analysis, recommendations for improvement in the transportation system are suggested for the
upcoming 30-year outlook. This process began in February and is scheduled to be completed in April of
2012.

Kansas Association of Metropolitan Planning Organization (KAMPO) Semi-Annual Conference

The City and the Topeka Metropolitan Planning Organization organized and hosted the semi-annual
KAMPO conference in October. The KAMPO conference is an open forum the exchange of information,
and discussion of area transportation issues. KAMPQO is comprised of five area Kansas Metropolitan
Planning Areas (MPQ’s), which include Topeka, Wichita, St. Joseph, Lawrence, and Kansas City. This is a
full day event which includes presentations from transportation specialists and discussions on topics of
interests of individual MPO’s submitted by the MPO’s beforehand.
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Update and Review of Required Transportation Documents

The City and the Topeka Metropolitan Planning Organization is required by federal regulations to make
annual and reviews and update of public participation and work plans each year. In 2012, the Unified
Planning Work Program (UPWP) which outlines the transportation projects and work duties that will be
funded throughout the year was updated. Other MPO documents which were either reviewed or updated
included the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) which is the Transportation equivalent to the City’s
Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) and the Public Participation Plan (PPP) a Plan which outlines what methods
will be utilized to ensure that the public is adequately engaged in the transportation planning process.

Senior Transportation Planning Grant (STG) Process

The City and the Topeka Metropolitan Planning Organization assisted the Senior Transportation Group
with its application for federal grant funds. By providing GIS mapping of the four senior transportation
provider’s routes along with maps incorporation specific census data, the STG was able to apply for grants
that will supplement their non-profit organizations. The City staff and MPO work closely with the STG
gather and plot this information.

Downtown Circulation Study

In support of a circulation study for the Capital City District Project, long-range planning staff developed a
future land use model to measure traffic projections for Downtown by sub-area. Staff measured the
potential square feet of different land uses (e.g., office, retail, residential, etc.) based on vacancy reports
from Downtown Topeka, Inc. These potential land use projections were then quantified into traffic volumes
on Downtown streets by the consultant to determine the existing and future road network’s capacity to
handle them.

Amendment to conditional use permit regulations:

In 2011, the Planning Department overhauled the Conditional Use Permit regulations, not updated since
1992, to address new concerns regarding approval of a Conditional Use Permit and to simplify the
existing regulations. The primary changes included adding a procedure to allow for the administrative
approval of minor changes to approved Conditional Use Permits. This allows the Planning Director to
approve small changes to a Conditional Use Permit that has already been approved by the City Council
and, therefore, shortens the approval process for the property owner if their changes are less significant to
the site plan. The amendment also places time limit on newly approved Conditional Use Permits, giving
these uses three-years to commence operation or the owner will have to reapply.

Ovutdated zoning districts:
In April 2011, the Planning Department and Planning Commission began a clean-up project to eliminate

three zoning districts that were remnants from the pre-1992 zoning code. These districts were as follows:

e "RA-1" Rural Agricultural District - This district was applicable only to rural areas outside the City of

Topeka city limits beyond the 3-mile extra-territorial jurisdiction. In 2003, the former joint
City /County zoning code was re-adopted as a City-only zoning code making the district a
superfluous zoning classification within the Topeka Municipal Code. No properties were left still
zoned RA-1 inside the City. This district was eliminated from the zoning code in May by City
Council action.

District - Prior to 1992,
the "D&QO" and “E” Districts were standard zoning classifications within the city zoning code.
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When the new zoning code was adopted in 1992, "D&QO" properties were to convert to either "M-2"
Multiple-Family Dwelling District or "O&I-1" Office and Institutional District and “E” properties were to
convert to either "M-3" Multiple-Family Dwelling District or "O&I-2" Office and Institutional District based
on their land uses at the time. Undeveloped properties were to be converted to the appropriate
classification based upon a building permit request for a period of ten (10) years following adoption of
the new code. Since many of these properties remained vacant they never converted to one of these
districts and the time period allowing that conversion expired in 2002. The Planning Department began
the process to rezone these remaining properties, in order to eventually eliminate these zoning districts and
remove them from the Topeka Municipal Code.

The only “D&O” property that remained was rezoned by the City Council in May and this district was
subsequently eliminated from the City codebook. However, fifty-five (55) undeveloped “E” properties still
remained. The Planning Department and Planning Commission have been reviewing each of these
properties and subsequently rezoning them since April with the intent to eventually eliminate this district.

Zoning Matrix

The Current Planning section prepared a land use and zoning matrix. This useful tool was placed on the
Planning Department’s website and allows the public, including development consultants and realtors, to
quickly determine which of the City’s 29 zoning districts allow a specific land use. This matrix also allows
the Planning staff to save considerable time when requests are made requesting what land uses may be
located in a particular zoning district or on specific property.

Zoning Ordinance Amendments

A dozen proposed amendments to the zoning regulations were researched, written up, and presented to
the Planning Commission and City Council /Mayor for consideration. One of the more significant of these
was a proposed amendment regarding home care facilities that added or amended definitions and
analyzed which zoning districts were appropriate to permit or conditionally permit these facilities. This
updating was important as the Kansas Department of Aging permits seven different types of home care
facilities and our zoning regulations need to properly align with their terminology so care providers are
aware which zoning districts allow their proposed home care facilities. Other amendments included:

Sidewalks

Based on concerns from some residential communities that did not have completed sidewalk systems,
researched communities in Topeka with missing sidewalk links and how other cities addressed this issue.
Discussed these concerns with the Development Review Forum and several times with the Planning
Commission. Assisted other City departments in drafting changes to two building codes updates to avoid
this happening again in the future. This included a mechanism in the new building codes where sidewalks
could be waived administratively when unique circumstances exist or where they were impractical to
construct.

Summaries of Other Zoning Ordinance Amendments

Wind energy systems involving wattage allowances and height restrictions were modified, due to
technology updates in this rapidly changing field.

On corner lots, clarified which yards should be designated rear yards and which should be side yards and

allowed more flexibility for corner lot property owners on determining this when applying for building
permits.
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Clarified where zoning boundaries start and end in order to avoid having land without zoning or
uncertain zoning, which could lead to land use enforcement issues.

Eliminated the “RA-1" Rural Agricultural District as there were no remaining properties with this zoning
designation.

Rezoned all remaining lots from the out-of-date “D&O” Multiple Family Dwelling and Office District to
appropriate current zoning districts and then eliminated this old district.

Modified the site plan review standards in order to require stormwater management systems for
improving stormwater quality.

Fence height limitations were modified so that corner lots along arterial roadways could have higher
fences in some circumstances and so fences around pump stations and electrical substations could be
increased from eight feet to nine feet for security and safety purposes.

The significant problems we face cannot be solved at the same level of thinking we were
at when we created them.
- Albert Einstein, scientist (1879-1955)

Staff: Various
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Long Range Planning

Neighborhood Element and neighborhood health map update

In the summer of 2011, Planning Staff began a comprehensive update of the Neighborhood Element and
the Neighborhood Health Map. The purpose was to review the progress of revitalization efforts including
the programs and agencies responsible for implementation, as well as the improvements (or potential
decline) in conditions within the boundaries of Neighborhood Improvement Associations. Staff analyzed
property values within blocks that were targeted with public investment through the Stages of Resource
Targeting (SORT) program, as well as the Neighborhood Health Map and its five (5) vital signs.

Summary of Changes Since 2000

Areas of Improvement:

A
0

Five (5) of the nine (9) SORT target neighborhoods outpaced the City with residential property
values (see charts in the following page).

Even when the targeting itself did not have a dramatic impact on property values, neighborhood
health improved as eight (8) of those nine (?) areas had improved Composite Health Scores, as
illustrated in the Neighborhood Health Map 2011.

Since 2000, the City has reduced the number of neighborhoods affected by Intensive Care ratings
by 64%. The City currently only has four (4) neighborhoods affected by such a rating after having
11 such neighborhoods in 2000.

There are no Intensive Care Block Groups west of SW Tyler and north of SW 215! Street for the first
time since 2000. This includes previous Infensive Care areas within Central Park, Historic Holliday
Park, Chesney Park, Old Town, Tennessee Town, and Ward Meade.

Seven (7) central Topeka NIA areas west of Downtown had an increase in the Composite Health
Score.

Blocks within both the Tennessee Town and Old Town NIA's achieved the first ever Out Patient
rating for central Topeka west of Downtown.

Tennessee Town and Chesney Park had the highest increases in average scores. Both have had
major SORT initiatives.

Areas of Decline:

O

ce

Jefferson Square and Quinton Heights Steele each declined from Out Patient to At Risk NIA’s for
the first time since 2000, and also experienced the largest Composite Health Score decreases of all
the NIA’s.

Historic North Topeka East has had steadily declining ratings since 2000. The NIA has an adopted
Plan but has never been a designated SORT area.

The East Topeka North NIA around Scott Magnet School declined from At Risk to Intensive Care.

The Oakland NIA had no Healthy Block Groups for the first time in 2011 due to a considerable

increase in poverty status. The NIA has an adopted Plan but has never been a designated SORT
area.
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City of Topeka Neighborhood Health 2011
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School Closings Study

There are factors that suggest that neighborhoods could be at-risk for
declining conditions if local elementary schools are closed due to re-
organizations and consolidation proposals. Staff weighed 5 factors to
determine which neighborhoods may be the most at-risk from a school
closing. The analysis provides guidance to school administrators and other
public departments about the potential long-term impact to neighborhoods
when closing elementary schools. The five factors include: 1) home values;
2) homeownership; 3) school choice (out-migration of students); 4)
Neighborhood Health; and lastly 5) the re-use potential of the school
building. Table 1 (abbreviated) at right lists the schools that will
potentially cause the most impact to a neighborhood if they are to close.
Quincy Elementary School, for example, would potentially have the most
negative impact upon the surrounding neighborhoods while Lowman Hill
would have the least.

TABLE 1. IMPACT

ON NEIGHBORHOOD

If School Closed

Quincy (MOST) 32|
Bishop 39
Scott Magnet 41
Lundgren 43
McEachron 435
State Street 45
Meadows 47|
Stout 49
Avondale East 50
McClure 51
Randolgh 53
MeCarter 54
Quinton Heights 59
Avondale West 63
Highland Park Central B4
Linn G4
Williams Magnet a5
Whitson 66
Ross 71
shaner v 72|
Lowman Hill {LEAST) 82|

Score Range =510 121

Topeka Planning Department
(2011}

Planning is bringing the future into the present so that you can do something about it now.

- Alan Lakein, writer
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Kanza Fire Annexation

As the City commits more resources to utility infrastructure for economic development beyond the fringes of
the city limits, Planning Staff studied the South Topeka Employment Growth area for future land use and
annexation options in 2010. That laid the groundwork for the City to request approval of a 400-acre
island” annexation of the Kanza Fire Commerce Park from Shawnee County when Mars Chocolate
announced its plans for a major new facility at SW 77t and SW Topeka Blvd. Planning Staff was
responsible for preparing and presenting all necessary information to Shawnee County Commission and
respective departments to ensure municipal services would be coordinated to the area and that the
annexation would “not hinder or prevent the proper growth and development of the area.”
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Brick Street/Sidewalk Policy

Staff worked with Public Works to adopt a policy paper addressing brick street/sidewalk repairs. A map
was developed that showed the city’s inventory of brick-surfaced streets and asphalt-surfaced brick streets

with their relation to historic register properties and environs. As a result of this map, it was shown that
90% of all brick streets are either within historic -

environs or in neighborhood plans that support

their preservation. Therefore, most bricks-surfaced
streets will be required to be preserved/replaced
under almost all circumstances. For the remaining
10%, bricks will be salvaged during repairs to
replenish the city’s empty stockpile of bricks.
Sidewalks were addressed for preservation in the
same manner unless it is in a non-preservation area
and brick is not the predominant sidewalk surface
on the block. The final policies put in place largely :

mirrored Ward-Meade Neighborhood Plan recommendahons WhICh also included a new standard to
replace stone curbs with concrete curbs that have similar character and color (see picture).
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Top 10 Planning Actions in Topeka History — With some help of former staff, Planning Staff researched
and developed a list of the most significant planning actions in Topeka’s rich history. They showcased the
need for planning and serve as an inspiration on how planning can create a community of lasting value.
The list was presented to planners from across Kansas during a mobile tour celebrating Topeka at the
annual conference of the Kansas Chapter of the American Planning Association in October 2011. The top
actions that shaped how our community looks today include:
e The Original Town Site of Topeka (1856)
e Zoning Ordinance and Plan
(1921-22)
e Comprehensive Plan for the City of Topeka and Shawnee Co.
(1939-1942)

e |-70 Downtown Alignment

(1955-65)

® White Lakes Mall DIAGRAMMATIC PATTERN OF FUTURE CITY
(1964) TOPEKA KANSAS

e [|-470 Bypass “Southwest Freeway”
(] 962) —— N .'III_T/,J""'\ o :fju_r;c;‘--. ¥

e Extension of City Utilities Beyond [“\\\\__,}}/ } /ﬁ@ I
City Limits - ?:,' A AT .
(1960s to 1990s) & i s RS ,)d {

e Kansas Expocentre GEfd rI = ﬁﬁjl'vﬁ/_nl\ MNP
(1983-87) e TS

oS hY ~

®  West Ridge Mall | BALANCED SCATTERED
(1981-88) : T Ciireru

e College Hill Activist Planning A g onn e aTY o€ oD o
(1995-2007) o _ e

e Neighborhood Element/Health Map
(2000)

Long-range planning works best in the short term.
- Euripides, poet (480-406 AD).

Staff: various
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2011 Historic Preservation Program

Work Program for the Topeka Landmarks Commission

In February, 2011, the Topeka Landmarks Commission adopted their work program, which included
increasing communications with the Topeka City Council, completing an historical reconnaissance survey for
downtown Topeka, and beginning discussions with the community regarding the possible establishment of
an historic district to enable qualified property owners to benefit from state and federal income tax
credits for historic preservation. The Topeka Planning Department was successful in receiving a grant from
the Kansas State Historic Preservation Office for the purpose of conducting the historical reconnaissance
survey. This survey was completed, the final report of which is due in February, 2012. It is anticipated that
this survey will be used as the basis for discussions of the possible establishment of an historical district.

Historical Reviews

In 2011, the Topeka Landmarks Commission conducted a total of 26 independent reviews for alterations or
demolitions to historic structures, or other structures within their environs. Of these reviews, 14 were related
to the demolition of structures, 3 were related to the physical alteration of commercial structures or
properties, 2 were related to the alteration of residential structures or properties, 2 were for the
consideration of new infill housing construction, and 3 were regarding the placement of commercial signs
within historical environs.

Historic Landmark Registry

The Landmarks Commission received two nominations for addition to the Local Landmarks Registry in 2011.
The total number of Local Landmarks has increased to 45.

Historic Sites for Heritage Tourism

Two members of the Topeka Landmarks Commission continued their service as appointments to the Historic
Sites for Heritage Tourism Grant Advisory Committee. A total of three grants were awarded in 2011. The
applicants receiving awards in 2011 were the Friends of the Free State Capitol, the Charles Curtis House,
and the Jayhawk State Theatre of Kansas.

Growth is inevitable and desirable, but destruction of community character is not. The
question is not whether your part of the world is going to change. The question is how.
- Edward T. McMahon, The Conservation Fund

Staff: Tim Paris
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2011 Neighborhood Revitalization Program

The Neighborhood Revitalization Program awards 10-year rebates of property taxes to owners who make

improvements to their properties within designated areas of the City. In 2011, these rebates equated to 95%
of the increase in property taxes caused by the improvements.

The program received a total of 16 applications in 2011, worth a total estimated $26.5 million in investments

in property rehabilitation and new construction. This represents nearly identical figures as 2010.

2011 Application Submittals

2011 NRP Applications Submittals

Lower Silvar Lake

Lyman

E]

wl| [ Jwational & State sites or district

Legend

l:l Meighborhood Revitalization
Area (B5% Tax Rebate)

@ Local Landmarks

(Historic Properties- Mational,
State, or Local- in NRP area:
100% Tax Rebate)

=]

Topeka Planning Department
010

Total | Percent of Total Intensive | At Out Down- | # of local or national
Apps | Total Apps Value Care Risk | Patient | Healthy| Town landmarks
Single-Family New 5 31%| $607,000.00 1 2 2
Single-Family Rehab 1 6%| $ 2,500 1
Multi-Family New 0 0%| $ -
Multi-Family Rehab 1 6%| $ 4,000,000 1 1
Commercial 9 56%| $ 21,841,762 1 ) 2 4
Total 16 100%| $ 26,451,262 3 8 5 4
Neighborhood Revitalization Area (2010-2012)
El e SESR R T
ot 25th |."-‘ ES 3 E
."‘.n..:.--:--f‘:-"'rf 7

By far the greatest and most admirable form of wisdom is that needed to plan and beautify cities and human

communities.

- Socrates, Greek philosopher and dramatist (469-399 BC).

Staff: Annie Driver and Bill Fiander
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2011 Zoning Code Enforcement Summary

The City of Topeka has one zoning inspector to investigate complaints and enforce the Zoning Regulations
and Sign Code for the City of Topeka. Typical cases include home based businesses operated from the
home or use of a garage or camper/recreational vehicle as separate living units in single-family dwelling
districts.

The number one violation is usually vehicle repair businesses from the home. A close second would be lawn
care businesses. Home occupation regulations permit only business that are contained completely in the
house itself. Any business operated in a residential district outside of the house is a violation of the zoning
regulations.

Sign complaints have decreased for this department this past year as Code Compliance has taken over
enforcing sign violations in the right-of-way. Enforcing sign violations on private is still the responsibility of

the Planning Department. All major streets are inspected for sign violations once a year.

— Number of violations: 653
— % Voluntary compliance: 97 %

— Total inspections: 693

January — 32 May = 65 September — 55
February — 55 June — 69 October — 68

March — 64 July =71 November — 53
April =72 August — 52 December — 37

— Total inspections per Council District

District 1 =53 District 4 = 71 District 7 — 48
District 2 — 133 District 5 — 63 District 8 =76
District 3 — 108 District 6 =72 District 9 — 69

Pending Court Cases — 9

A hundred years after we are gone and forgotten, those who never heard of us will be
living with the results of our actions.
- Oliver Wendell Homes, U.S. Supreme Court justice

Staff: Gaylene Epke
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2011 Zoning and Subdivision Summary

The maps and the tables that follow show the zoning and platting activity that occurred in 201 1.

Zoning cases:

Subdivision cases:

2011
North — 1
South— 8
East— 0
West —8
Central — 14
Total - 31
2011
North — 5
South -5
East— 2
West — 3
Central - 2
Total - 17

2010

North - 1
South - 1
East - 4
West — 10
Central - 3
Total 19

2010

North — 6
South -7
East— 6
West —7
Central - O
Total 26

Plans are only good intentions unless they immediately degenerate into hard work.
- Peter Drucker
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2012 Planned Projects

Some of the projects anticipated to be completed, or begun, in 2012:

» City-wide historic preservation plan

» Creation of two new zoning districts

O Business Park District

0 Neighborhood Commercial District

Long Range Transportation Plan — 2040

Southwest Topeka sector plan

2010 Census data analysis and community profile
Completion of Kansas Avenue streetscape and utility plan
Sign code review concerning residential signs

YVVVVY

Staff: David Thurbon
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