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Cover Illustration 

The background image is a section of a mural painted by John William Bashor, which is displayed in Kaw Valley State Bank in Historic North Topeka.  It depicts the history of 
North Topeka from Papan’s Ferry in the mid-19th century to 1900.  The following items are illustrated on the mural from left to right: 

• John Brown (on horseback) studying the Kansas River crossing for use by his Underground Railroad. 

• Papan’s Ferry on the Kansas River with two wagons following the Oregon Trail. 

• The Inter-Ocean Mills. 

• The Camp Meeting in Old Garfield Park. 

• Arthur Capper (seated) as a young reporter for the Topeka Mail and Kansas Breeze. 

• A Kaw Indian. 

• A steamboat on Soldier Creek, Garfield Park. 


